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Module Aims: 
For the student this module is the demonstration of a practical and professional 
portfolio showing of work which expresses individual creativity in their approach to 
design and versatility and cohesiveness in the solution they devise for design 
problems. The dissertation, as in integral part of this module, will demonstrate an 
ability to engage effectively in debate and to present a cogent, coherent and reflective 
text which augments the body of work presented for the Masters presentation at 
assessment. 
This module aims to: 

• Support students in conducting sustained research and critical analysis in a 



specialist area of design. 
• Enable students to produce a dissertation which is critical and analytical and 

which forms a complementary part of the Masters presentation. 
• Develop student’s creative vision, design skills and technical mastery in 

producing work that is inventive and which shows a fitness for purpose. 
• Support students in their specialist practice and provide students with the 

opportunity to provide visual material of a very high or excellent standard. 
 
 
 
Expected Learning Outcomes 
 
At the end of this module, students should be able to: 
 
Knowledge and Understanding: 

1. Show extensive depth of critical knowledge within a specific area of design 
practice . 

2. Autonomously synthesise information from a variety of sources and make 
rational judgements which complement and extend their design ethos and 
the knowledge supporting the creation of an innovative and resolved body 
of practical design work. 

3. Produce a dissertation which is informed by research; gathering source 
material which represents individuality in cognitive learning of the subject. 

4. Manage the complexity of conducting specialist practice from concept to 
final presentation of designs, including costings and liaison with 
industry/funding organisations, if appropriate. 

5. Provide an evaluation of the individual’s design process, culminating in its 
production of a practical output. 

6. Demonstrate knowledge of cultural industries and other outlets appropriate 
to their work. 

7. Evaluate current trends in design practice, market places and then identify 
the potential for their own work within that context. 

 
Transferable/Key Skills and other attributes: 
Time management and communication skills are important in this module. 
 
 



Assessment: please indicate the type(s) of assessment (eg examination, oral, 
coursework, project) and the weighting of each (%).  Details of indicative 
assessment tasks must be included. 
 
Specialist practice assessment will be based on the content of the students portfolio 
and presentation of final work at display. Students will normally produce a dissertation 
or equivalent study of between 6000 - 7,000 words which engages critically and 
analytically with current issues and presents the student’s reflections on practice and 
context cogently and coherently.  The form of the written work may be as a 
hypothesis, question, critique or reflection upon a subject nominated by the student 
and agreed as relevant to the subject specialism by a supervising tutor.  A student 
may negotiate with a supervising tutor to increase of decrease the ratio between the 
written word and the specialist practice.  This will be approved or rejected by the 
programme leader. 
 
 
 
Assessme
nt  

Learning 
Outcomes to 
be met 

Type of assessment Weighti
ng 

Duratio
n (if 
exam) 

Word count 
or 
equivalent if 
appropriate 

1 
 

1,2,4,6 Display of Practical 
work with 
supporting 
developmental 
materials 

60%  7000 

2 
 
 

3,5,7 Dissertation or 
equivalent mode of 
delivery 

40%  6000 

 
 
Learning and Teaching Strategies: 
The work for this module will be largely self-directed study. There will be individual 
and group tutorial guidance where students will present progress reports to staff and 
fellow students. Individual students’ progress will be monitored through tutorials.  
 
 
 
Syllabus outline: 
Students will be expected to: 

• Self initiate networking arrangements with other professionals to support 
individual aims. 

• Collate and evaluate files which document research into career aspirations and 
contribute to their PDP. 

• Conduct a critical reflective presentation of both written and practical works 
appropriate to their practice area. 

• Communicate with relevant organisations to establish a continuing career 
development plan.  

The scope of the dissertation must be relevant to the allotted period of time, the 



available materials and to the specialist area of study. Students will evaluate 
appropriate media, methods, materials and processes with due consideration to 
audience/the public/industry. Students will establish avenues for self promotion and 
reflect critically on their own practice and that of others and identify the context of 
their work. 
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